COMMUNITY GROUP DISCUSSION - 10/7-8/14

JESUS = ALL OF LIFE: GALATIANS 2:11-21
SCRIPTURE

Galatians 2:11-21.

BIG IDEA

If we are made acceptable to God by grace through faith in Jesus rather than through our works, what does that mean
for how we are to live as Christians? In Galatians 2:11-21, Paul outlines at least five ways in which we should live. First,
we should live as though we are justified through faith. To be justified is the highest standing we could have because we are
declared “righteous” by God in his courtroom! Therefore no Christian is better or worse than another. Secondly, we
should live as if the gospel is true. Every time we are tempted to sin, we are tempted to disbelieve the gospel. We are
tempted to live as if we need something or someone else to give us the joy only Jesus can give. Third, we should live like
we are dead to the Law and alive to God. Only when we die to the Law as the means of our justification are we truly living
to God rather than ourselves. Fourth of all, we should live as though our old self is crucified with Christ and our new self is
alive in Christ. When we are united to Jesus through faith, his past becomes our past and his life becomes our life. Finally,
we should live as though Jesus loves us, because He actually does. He proved his love for us by standing in our place and
being crucified so that wicked sinners like us could become justified children of God.

DISCUSSION

1. Was there anything from the sermon, the big idea, or Galatians 2:11-21 that stood out to you, challenged you,
or confused you?

We should live as though we are justified through faith. To be justified is the highest standing we could have
because we are declared “righteous” by God in his courtroom! Therefore no Christian is better or worse than
another.
2. What was so wrong about Peter’s “conduct” when the brothers who “came from James” arrived at Antioch? What does
it mean to be “justified through faith”? What does it look like for you to live as though you are justified through faith?

Every time we are tempted to sin, we are tempted to disbelieve the gospel. We are tempted to live as if we need
something or someone else to give us the joy only Jesus can give.
3. Do you think this is true? Why or why not? Can you think of some of your own temptations, and how they are at their
deepest level a temptation to disbelieve the gospel?

We should live as though our old self is crucified with Christ and our new self is alive in Christ. When we are
united to Jesus through faith, his past becomes our past and his life becomes our life.
4. How is this different than the major religions and philosophies of the world? What would it look like for you to live
every day remembering that you “have been crucified with Christ, it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me”?

GOOD WORD
If we could save ourselves, Christ’s death is pointless, and means nothing. If we realize we cannot save ourselves,
Christ’s death will mean everything to us. And we will spend the life he has given us in joyful service of him,
bringing our whole lives in line with the gospel. — Tim Keller

